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Arts & Entertainment

Jean-Philippe’s photography exhibition begins today
A Correspondent

Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts is holding an
exhibition, titled “Apparitions and
Cinegraphies”, featuring images by French
photographer Jean-Philippe Pernot. The
exhibition begins today and will continue till
September 2. 

Pernot was born in the city of Eminence,
France. He has held several solo and group
exhibitions at home and abroad. His
images have been published in different
prestigious publications like Tokyo,
Magenta, Paradise and Magenta Hell. 

He is mainly a figurative photographer and
his works show figures in movement.
Darkness and shade are noticeable
attributes in his works; light is not
significantly focused. Frustrations,
loneliness and yearnings are the recurring
themes. 

Noted photographer Dr. Shahidul Alam will inaugurate the exhibition today. Eminent Bangladeshi expatriate
painter Shahabuddin Ahmed will be present as chief guest while Patrick Branco, Charge d'Affaires, French
Embassy will attend as special guest at the inaugural session.
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At the precipe of motion
August 29th, 2010 | 1 Comment | Posted in Photography, Reviews, culture

Subscribe to ShahidulNews

Apni kisher chobi tolen? Just what is it that you’re taking a picture of? It’s a question a photographer is
commonly asked. It happens particularly when a lens is pointed at nothing in particular. At least nothing
that one considers significant, or photographically meaningful. That a photographer might find joy in
capturing the fleeting, the ephemeral and the insignificant is difficult enough to explain. When one
photographs ‘something’ that does not necessarily have a material presence, or is visible in some
tangible form, then explaining it becomes more difficult still. I am not even getting into the ‘why are you
doing it’ syndrome. What you are doing, is difficult enough to get across. This is a dilemma in a
profession where one is seen as a communicator. Reaching out to an audience is part of what a
photographer is generally meant to be doing. In a medium known as the most ubiquitous art form, which
prides itself in being the most accessible to the person in the street, part of the exercise is in people being
able to ‘get it’.
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Jean-Philippe PERNOT however, rejects the notion of the photographic truthsayer.  Neither does he
attempt to search for the decisive moment. It is ambiguity that he thrives in, the most tangible part of his
work being the metaphor. Even while depicting the female nude, he stays away from a classical
representation of beauty, rejecting form for energy. Playing with space, bending time. His finished frame
is always work in progress. Is his work beautiful? It is the wrong question to be asking. For in this work,
one never arrives. These are still images depicting perpetual motion. Slices of time layered as an onion.
A silent scream, tethered down anger. A violence that is sometimes quiet, and always disconcerting. For
it is not the ‘what’ of the photograph but the ‘why’ that leaps out of every frame. A muffled scream that
struggles to free itself from its binds. A coiled rage that seeks neither solace nor release, staying forever
in a state of flux.

http://www.shahidulnews.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/08/pernot-Pieta_01.jpg
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PERNOT walks at the precipe between the still image and cinematic motion, blurring the edges,
blending one with the other. His photographs may be painted with light, but the hues in his canvas are
from a palette of raw emotions. It is not the content of his frame that moves me, but what his images
aspire to that fire my imagination.

Shahidul Alam

The exhibition is open at the Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts till the 2nd September. 12pm – 8 pm
House 275/F, Road 16 (new), Dhanmondi. (stone’s throw from Drik)
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